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The Tangipahoa Parish Council last night introduced an ordinance to repeal the No Wake Zone law on the Tangipahoa River from the Hwy 22 Bridge to Lake Pontchartrain except for the short stretch of river that started the controversy back in December.

Councilman Harry Lavine introduced an ordinance to repeal the 1988 ordinance establishing the No Wake Zone. But Councilman Greg Varnado offered an amendment, which was approved, to exempt the stretch of river from Grave’s Road to Mitchell Lake.

Lavine said in filing the ordinance to repeal the no wake zone law he was following the wishes of about 350 citizens from Kentwood to the mouth of the river who signed a petition asking that the 1988 No Wake Zone law be repealed for the entire stretch of river.

Councilman David Vial agreed, saying the 1988 law has never been enforced.

The matter of the No Wake Zone on the river came to light in December with a request by a property owner that the no wake law be enforced between Grave’s Road and Mitchell Lake.

Final action on the repeal ordinance is scheduled for the next council meeting.

Southeastern Louisiana University and Northshore Community College of Hammond will host a joint Chamber After Hours at 5 p.m. tomorrow.

The chambers of commerce of Hammond, Ponchatoula and Amite, will sponsor the event, to be held at “Strawberry Point,” the fourth four level of the university’s parking garage overlooking the baseball stadium.


The social will allow participants the opportunity to watch the Southeastern Lions baseball team take on Mississippi State in a game starting at 6 p.m.


        

Members of the Tangipahoa Parish Council are urging rural voters to support the fire tax on the March 24 ballot.

Council Chairman Carlo Bruno said the 5-mill, 10-year tax is a renewal, not a new tax. It funds all fire departments in Fire Protection District No. 2, which is all parish fire departments except Amite and Roseland, which have their own tax.

Bruno said the tax, which is homestead exempt, makes it possible for fire departments to maintain a high fire rating for their areas, which means lower property tax premiums for citizens.

Early voting for the election is now underway.

NEW ORLEANS (AP) — A federal appeals court has thrown out a jury's award of more than $650,000 to two Ohio tourists who were arrested in New Orleans on public drunkenness charges two days before Hurricane Katrina's landfall and jailed for more than a month after the storm.

A three-judge panel from the 5th U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that Orleans Parish Sheriff Marlin Gusman did not falsely imprison Robie Waganfeald and Paul Kunkel Jr., both of Toledo, Ohio.

The men's lawyers argued they were entitled by law to be released within 48 hours unless probable cause was found to keep them in custody.

But the 5th Circuit judges concluded the 48-hour rule was suspended because of the 2005 storm. The panel said the men's claims should have been dismissed.

BATON ROUGE, La. (AP) — State senators are getting their first in-depth look at the governor's budget proposal for closing an $895 million shortfall next year.

Gov. Bobby Jindal's 2012-2013 spending plans involve the hiring of private companies to handle more state services, the layoff of up to 2,700 state workers and the shrinking of retirement benefits for state employees.

Jindal proposes selling a state prison in Avoyelles Parish. State prisons in Pineville and Keithville would be shuttered, and the inmates at J. Levy Dabadie Correctional Center and Forcht-Wade Correctional Center would be shifted to other facilities.

(Reuters) - The Obama administration yesterday blocked a new law in Texas requiring voters to show photo identification before they can cast a ballot.

The Justice Department cited concern that the requirement could harm Hispanic voters who lacked such documents.

The law, which was approved last year, requires voters to show government-issued photo identification, such as a driver's license, military identification card, birth certificate with a photo, current U.S. passport, or concealed handgun permit.

The Justice Department said that data from Texas showed that almost 11 percent of Hispanic voters, or more than 300,000, did not have a driver's license or state-issued identification card, and that plans by the state to address those concerns were incomplete.

It was the second state voter identification law blocked by the Obama administration, which earlier prevented a strict new law in South Carolina from taking effect. South Carolina has sued in federal court seeking approval of its law.

Under the landmark 1965 Voting Rights Act, certain states like Texas must seek approval from the Justice Department or the federal courts for changes made to state voting laws and boundaries for voting districts.
